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Political Science 369B 
Final Exam ‒  Professor Michael Byers 

Tuesday April 28th, 2015 • 8:30am - 10:00am 
 
Part I: Multiple Choice 
 
Please circle the corresponding letter for the most accurate answer to the following questions: 
 
1) John Franklin: 

a. Captained the first successful voyage of a British vessel through the Northwest Passage 
in 1906; 

b. Led an ill-fated expedition to locate the Northwest Passage in the mid-19th century; 
c. Was the first explorer to reach the North Pole; 
d. Captained the S.S. Manhattan through the Northwest Passage in 1969; 
e. Wrote the legendary folk song about the famed explorer, Stan Rogers. 

 
2) Which of the following statements is TRUE? 

a. The Arctic Council is responsible for enforcing international laws on both search and 
rescue and oil spill prevention and response.  

b. The Arctic Council has the authority to settle disputes over Arctic maritime boundaries; 
c. The Arctic Council is responsible for transboundary fisheries management in the 

Barents and Bering Seas; 
d. The five littoral states ‒ Canada, USA, Russia, Norway, Denmark (Greenland) ‒ have 

created a “regional fisheries management organization” for the Central Arctic Ocean; 
e. The Arctic Council has no legal authority of its own; it is simply an intergovernmental 

forum ‒ and based on a non-binding declaration rather than a treaty.  
 
3) 200 nautical miles marks the maximum extension of which of the following?   

a. Territorial Seas; 
b. Exclusive Economic Zones; 
c. Extended Continental Shelves; 
d. The Lomonosov Ridge; 
e. An internal waters claim. 

 
4) As Permanent Participants in the Arctic Council, indigenous peoples can do which of the 
following? 

a. Serve as Chair of the Arctic Council; 
b. Veto decisions made by the member states; 
c. Admit new member states; 
d. Participate directly in Arctic Council negotiations; 
e. All of the above. 
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5) What are Persistent Organic Pollutants? 

a. Toxic chemicals that accumulate in the fatty tissues of Arctic predators; 
b. A major cause of climate change and atmospheric ozone depletion; 
c. Carried to the Arctic in the ballast tanks of cruise ships, supply vessels and icebreakers; 
d. Banned under the 1987 Montreal Protocol; 
e. All of the above. 

 
6) The Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act: 

a. Was adopted by Canada in response to the 1969 voyage of the SS Manhattan through 
the Northwest Passage; 

b. Has been used by Canada to prevent US Coast Guard icebreakers from sailing through 
the Northwest Passage; 

c. Defines a perimeter of territorial sea 12 nautical miles from the low water mark; 
d. Was replaced by Section 15.1.1.1 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement; 
e. Currently applies up to 350 nautical miles offshore. 

 
7) Submissions on extended continental shelves are reviewed by: 

a. The Arctic Council’s working group on Oceanic Relations; 
b. A commission of scientists appointed by the countries that have ratified the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea; 
c. The “Arctic 5” countries, namely Canada, Denmark, Norway, the Russian Federation, 

and the United States;  
d. The International Maritime Organization; 
e. The Chair of the Arctic Council. 

 
8)  Operation Nanook is: 

a. A weapons-grade plutonium mine slated for development in Repulse Bay in the 
summer of 2015; 

b. The annual Northwest Passage transit by a Royal Canadian Navy Arctic/Offshore 
Patrol Ship; 

c. An annual military exercise in the Canadian Arctic, involving all three services; 
d. A Canadian government project to teach southern Canadians about the social and 

cultural history of the Arctic; 
e. A Canadian government project to map the seabed at the North Pole and along the 

Lomonosov Ridge. 
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9) In 2001, the Russian Federation:  

a. Planted a titanium flag on the seabed at the North Pole and claimed sovereign rights 
over the entire Lomonosov Ridge; 

b. Filed a submission with the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 
concerning a large area of Arctic Ocean seabed but not the entire Lomonosov Ridge; 

c. Flew two Tupolev Tu-95 “Bear” bombers through the Northwest Passage; 
d. Challenged Norwegian sovereignty by basing two nuclear-powered attack submarines 

at Svalbard; 
e. Opened a coalmine on Ellesmere Island. 

 
10) Applying your knowledge of international law, and assuming that Santa Claus is a full-time 
resident of the North Pole, what is his/her nationality most likely to be? 

a. Canadian; 
b. Russian; 
c. Danish; 
d. Kerbal; 
e. None of the above. 

 
 
Part II: Essay 
 
Write short essays on just 2 of the following 4 topics:   

 
1) How stable is the current Arctic regime? 
 
2) What role does scientific research play in Arctic international relations? 
 
4) What role do domestic politics play in Arctic international relations? 
 
7) What role do non-Arctic actors play in Arctic international relations? 

 
 
 

 
 

Enjoy your summer! 


